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$1.5 MILLION AWARD
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Christa l. McCann and Mark W. Clark 
recently obtained a $1.5 million 
binding arbitration award in a wrongful 
death case arising out of a fatal 
automobile accident in Fort Myers, 
Fla. McCann and Clark represented 
the Personal Representative of the 
estate of the unmarried decedent, 
who was 63 years old at the time of 
her death and working as a licensed 
practical nurse (LPN).  

Despite the fact that the survivors 
were in their 40’s and lived out of 
state with children of their own at the 
time of their mother’s death, McCann 
and Clark were able to establish that 
the survivors had suffered signifi cant 
mental pain and suffering as a result 
of the untimely and preventable death 
of their mother, which produced a 
substantial award in an otherwise 
conservative county.

Clark Fountain attorneYs 
Win $1.5 Million binding 
arbitration aWard For 
WrongFul deatH Case

$11 MILLION VERDICT

From left:  W. Hampton Keen, Donald R. Fountain, David C. Prather, Julie H. Littky-Rubin, Nancy LaVista, Mark W. Clark 

When we opened the doors of Clark, Fountain, La Vista, Prather, Keen & Littky-Rubin nearly 
fi ve years ago, we knew we wanted to do things differently. As a team, we took a step back 
to reimagine and reevaluate how to best serve our clients. Today, we are proud of how we 
represent you. We take an intensive, unparalleled team approach, and the outcome is worth the 
effort. We work to ensure the best possible results for our clients every single day. 

From our vast network of referring attorneys, to the many clients we have represented over 
the years, we feel grateful that you continue to place your trust in us to represent you and the 
people you care about.

From the moment we receive a phone call, email or meet a client at the door of their home, 
that person can expect a nearly 8:1 ratio of team support. Each case is assigned a managing 
attorney, associate attorney, paralegal, legal assistant and additional support staff, and this 
same team is on board for the entirety of the case, through trial and appeal. Our knowledgeable, 
well-entrenched team works to ensure that all of the legal and non-legal components of every 
case are handled swiftly and appropriately. We seek to achieve the maximum settlement 
amount or verdict in every client’s case.

Please reach out if we have not had the opportunity speak with you in person. We welcome the 
time to learn more about you, and to share with you our mission to help and protect the rights 
of the injured. 

Enjoy your summer!
The Partners of Clark, Fountain, La Vista, Prather, Keen and Littky-Rubin

attorneYs:  
CHrista l. MCCann  //  Mark W. Clark



VICTORY AGAINST FDOT // 
PARTNER RECOGNITIONS

suMMer 2015  // 03866.643.3318

attorneYs:  poorad razavi  //  donald r. Fountain, jr. 

FirM Wins settleMent 
in deadlY Car CrasH, 
results in neW 
guardrail on 
Florida turnpike  

Trial attorney david C. prather  was 
honored with the F. Malcolm Cunningham, 
Sr. Bar Association’s Presidential Award. 
The voluntary bar association, where 
Prather currently serves as one of its 
advisors, aims to promote the personal and 
professional development of black lawyers 
in the legal profession. 

Prather was also appointed Vice Chair of 
the Board of Directors for the Miami, 
Fla.-based WPBT2, the community-licensed 
public television station serving South 
Florida. He previously served as Chair of the 
Audit Committee for the Board.

DAVID C. PRATHER 
HONORED WITH 
THE F. MALCOLM 
CUNNINGHAM, SR. 
BAR ASSOCIATION’S 
PRESIDENTIAL 
AWARD  

Attorneys poorad razavi and donald r. Fountain, jr. recently reached confi dential 
settlements in three devastating Miami-Dade cases of negligent roadway design and 
construction that led to the deaths of three young women in two separate, yet eerily 
similar accidents. The cases involved a massive 120 ft. tall light pole located too close 
to the Florida Turnpike, directly violating long standing Florida safety standards.   

Razavi and Fountain were initially called upon to investigate potential defects in 
their clients’ vehicle that led to the death of these young women.  Their investigation 
revealed no plausible claim for a vehicle defect; however, a visual examination of the design of the roadway and location of the pole prompted 
them to conduct further inquiries.  After examining tens of thousands of pages of documents, they discovered that the expansion construction 
of the Florida turnpike just years earlier had erroneously permitted the pole to be placed too close to the newly added travel lanes, violating 
Florida Department of Transportation roadway safety standards.  If the pole had been located properly, the accidents most certainly would have 
been avoided, and these two women’s lives would have been spared. 

Razavi and Fountain had to sue more than 20 defendants, including the Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT), the design engineers, 
the general contractors, and various other sub-contractors involved on the project. 

The attorneys are especially proud that their work resulted in the installation of a guardrail on the Florida Turnpike’s southbound ramp at 
Northwest 41st Street, which now protects and shields motorists to ensure that no one else meets this tragic fate. 



DEFECTIVE TIRE LAWSUIT  // 
AWARDS & ACCOLADES

04 // suMMer 2015 clarkfountain.com

PBG Lifestyle Magazine recently 
highlighted the efforts of Partner 
julie littky-rubin, who co-founded 
the “We Are Dwyer” Foundation in 
June of 2014 to support the 
students and community of 
William T. Dwyer High School. 

Attorney jason Cornell recently fi led a defective tire complaint against six local and 
international corporations on behalf of the fi rm’s client whose son was killed in a 
2013 crash in West Palm Beach. Werner Letterman was driving a large commercial 
tanker truck northbound on I-95, when his right front tire separated and blew out, 
causing the truck to leave the highway and crash into a tree. He was pronounced 
dead on the scene.

The pre-suit investigation revealed that the tire manufactured in China by Chinese 
corporation Shangdong Linglong Tire Co., Ltd had numerous design and manufacturing 
defects. Shangdong, along with the company that imported and sold the tire in the 
United States, Horizon Tire, Inc., and the president of one of the companies face 
allegations of negligence and strict liability. 

attorneY:  jason Cornell

deFeCtive tire laWsuit Filed against six loCal and 
international CoMpanies

the partners were distinguished again by 
being named “super lawyers” for 2015. 
associate Poorad Razavi was recognized 
as a legal “rising star.” the list honors less 
than fi ve percent of attorneys in the state.

the partners were distinguished again by 

all six partners again have been recognized 
as “top lawyers” by the south Florida 
legal guide. the fi rm was also recognized 
as a “top law Firm” by the publication. 

attorneys Mark W. Clark, Donald R. 
Fountain, Jr. and W. Hampton Keen have 
been distinguished as “legal elite” by 
Florida trend magazine.



RECENT CASE WINS // 
COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS

suMMer 2015  // 05866.643.3318

A 55-year old husband and father was operating his SUV on I-95 in Central Florida 
when the right rear tire suffered a tread and outer steel belt separation that caused 
the tire to blow out, ultimately resulting in him losing control of the vehicle. The four-
door SUV entered the median and rolled over multiple times before landing on its roof.

Although the driver of the vehicle was properly seat belted, the roof structure over his 
seated position crushed downward and inward causing extensive head injury and cervical 
spine fractures. The driver died at the hospital from a cardiac arrest attributed to massive 
traumatic spinal damage and brain injury infl icted by the collapsing roof.

Attorneys W. Hampton keen and david C. prather brought product defect claims 
against the designer and manufacturer of the tire, as well as the designer and 
manufacturer of the SUV. The tire claims were based on the lack of nylon overlays 
in the tire, a well-known separation countermeasure. The claims against the vehicle 
centered on the design of the vehicle’s suspension that rendered it uncontrollable in 
the event of a rear tire separation, coupled with the lack of rollover occupant survival 
space protection due to the weak roof structures.

Keen and Prather achieved confi dential settlements from both the tire and SUV 
manufacturer before trial started.

attorneYs:  W. HaMpton keen  //  david C. pratHer 

FirM obtains reCoverY For FaMilY oF driver 
killed in devastating tire bloW out

Spearheaded by paralegal assistant, Laura Brihn, 
the fi rm recently collected hundreds of baby 
items including diapers, baby wash, shampoo and 
personal care items for the local shelter, Pat Reeve’s 
Village, in West Palm Beach. Brihn coordinated the 
drive in partnership with her grand-daughters’ Girl 
Scout Troop 20024, where she serves as the troop 
leader. The fi rm also gathered Christmas gifts with 
the troop for the shelter. 

COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS

Mark W. Clark and Christa l. McCann recently obtained a confi dential settlement in a wrongful death case 
brought by the survivors of the estate of a California resident who suffered multiple blunt force injuries 

resulting in his death. At the time of the accident, the decedent, who was visiting Florida on business, was operating a bicycle while crossing an 
intersection in Jupiter, Fla. The initial homicide investigation found the bicyclist (our client) at fault for failing to yield the right of way. As a result, 
the Defendant’s insurance carrier initially denied liability. 

However, after a much more thorough accident reconstruction, Clark and McCann were able to establish that the motor vehicle driver had an 
unobstructed view of the area where their client entered the intersection, and suffi cient time and distance to avoid the collision. As a result, 
the team argued that the driver acted negligently. Ultimately, the Defendant’s liability carrier accepted responsibility and agreed to a confi dential 
settlement with the man’s surviving wife who also resided out of state.

FirM obtains reCoverY For FaMilY oF a CaliFornia biCYClist killed bY Motorist

attorneYs:  Mark W. Clark  //  CHrista l. MCCann



APPELLATE DEPT. GROWS // 
AWARDS & ACCOLADES
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Florida Bar Board Certifi ed appellate attorney and partner, 
julie H. littky-rubin, continues to provide research and writing support for trial lawyers, 
both inside and outside the fi rm, by handling complex legal issues that arise out of major cases.

Ms. littky-rubin recently obtained two appellate victories for her clients:  
In Alvarado-Fernandez v. Mazoff, 151 So. 3d 8, the Fourth District (Fla. 4th DCA 2014) agreed 
with Littky-Rubin that the efforts engaged in by a tenacious Broward County trial lawyer to obtain 
service on a citizen of Colombia who had injured Mr. Mazoff while she drove a rental car in Broward 
County, were suffi cient to obtain jurisdiction over the defendant in Florida.  

littky-rubin also teamed up with partner, nancy la vista, on an appeal where La Vista had 
successfully convinced the Administrative Law Judge that Palms West Hospital had failed to 
provide proper notice under Florida’s Birth-Related Neurological Injury Compensation Association 
Act (NICA), paving the way for the baby’s civil lawsuit.

FirM’s appellate departMent Continues suCCess

attorneYs:  julie H. littkY-rubin  //  nanCY la vista

Recently, attorneys Hampton keen and poorad 
razavi resolved a tragic case involving carbon 
monoxide poisoning that occurred while a 
young man was diving for lobster.  Keen, who is 
a certifi ed NAUI scuba instructor, and the fi rm 
have handled multiple cases involving diving 
over the years.  
 
In the lawsuit, the fi rm contended that the air 
compressor utilized by the diver was defectively 
designed and that the design defects resulted 
in the diver’s carbon monoxide poisoning and 
subsequent drowning. After the lawsuit was 
fi led, the manufacturer of the compressor 
modifi ed the design to include more prominent 
warnings to avoid similar tragedies.

attorneYs: 
W. HaMpton keen   //  poorad razavi

FirMs’ suCCess in diving Case results 
in ManuFaCturer ModiFing design

Clark Fountain was honored to serve as a 
sponsor for the Palm Beach County FAWL 
(Florida Association for Women Lawyers) 
31st Annual Judicial Reception at the Norton 
Museum of Art in West Palm Beach. More than 
250 guests attended this event to support 
FAWL, which is designed to promote gender 
equality and leadership roles for women lawyers.

Attorney Christa l. McCann has been elected President-Elect of the Palm Beach C o u n t y 
County Hispanic Bar Association for 2015; she will assume the role of President in 
January 2016. She has also been named the Chair of the Mentoring Committee for 
the Palm Beach County chapter of the Florida Association for Women Lawyers (FAWL). 

McCann has become a visible local force highlighting the importance of diversity in the practice of law, including 
roles for women and other minorities representing a range of backgrounds.  

Fluent in Spanish, McCann also regularly works with and advocates on behalf of Spanish-speaking clients, and recently authored the 
article, “Diversity: Bringing a Unique Perspective to the Table,” featured in the Palm Beach County Bar Bulletin. 



JUST FILED // 
UP-AND-COMING ATTORNEY

suMMer 2015  // 07

Working with the Clark Fountain newest 
associate, olivia d. liggio, attorney Michael 
smith successfully resolved a medical 
malpractice claim against a local hospital. 
The recovery allowed the client to obtain a 
new home with handicap accommodations 
to allow for a better quality of life.

All our clients have special needs individual 
to each client. We pride ourselves on 
recognizing the unique needs of each 
client and strive to obtain results that 
meet those needs.

FirM Wins MediCal MalpraCtiCe 
ClaiM against loCal Hospital

Attorney poorad razavi has become a rather well-recognized 
up-and-coming Palm Beach County lawyer, co-chairing the 
Personal Injury Section for the Palm Beach County Bar 
Association’s Annual Bench Bar Conference , as well as the Young 
Lawyers Division’s Quarterly Judicial Relations Luncheon. He also 
spearheaded and moderated a sold-out CLE seminar on Florida’s 

recently adopted Daubert expert witness standard , and served as a panelist 
speaker at the Florida Bar’s Practicing with Professionalism CLE in the fall of 2014.  
Finally, the Palm Beach County Bar Association recently appointed Razavi to serve 
on its Personal Injury/Wrongful Death Law CLE Committee.

  

• Medical malpractice action against a hospital on behalf of a patient left
 partially paralyzed following back surgery in Miami. 
 attorneys: nancy la vista and Michael smith

• Medical malpractice wrongful death claim on behalf of surviving children 
 whose mother underwent an elective hysterectomy and died during 
 the procedure. 
 attorneys: nancy la vista and Michael smith 
 
•  Wrongful death claim of a 24-year old wife and mother of a two-year-old   
 daughter killed in Arcadia, Fla. by a tractor/trailer.
 attorneys: david prather and olivia liggio

•  Wrongful death and personal injury claim brought after a Juno Beach   
 couple was hit while walking in a crosswalk, killing the husband and    
 seriously injuring the wife.
 attorneys: Mark Clark and Christa McCann• 

•  Wrongful death fi led in Ft. Walton, Fla. where a 43-year old man with six 
 young children was killed trying to re-enter I-95. 
 attorneys: david prather and olivia liggio

• Personal injury claim brought by a Broward County resident severely   
 injured in a plane crash at the Palm Beach County Glades Airport. 
 attorneys: Mark Clark and jason Cornell

RECENTLY FILED CASES
Legal assistant, 
nora Fried, and 
her dog Rudy 
participated in 
the annual Peggy 
Adams Animal 
Rescue League 
Walk in West 
Palm Beach.

866.643.3318

attorneYs:  
MiCHael sMitH  //  olivia d. liggio
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Nancy La Vista and Hampton Keen were honored to serve 
as lecturers at the spring Florida Justice Association 
“Workhorse” convention on mock Daubert Motion Hearings. 
The seminar offer an intense week of in-depth cutting-
edge legal issues as well as a primer for new lawyers in all 
areas of personal injury.

Paralegal, Marlene 
Clarke, participated in 
a 5K race and helped 
to raise funds to 
support a nonprofi t 
working toward a 
cure for brain cancer 
and brain tumors. 

866.643.3318  //  561.899.2100  //  clarkfountain.com


